-H* 

The Smoking Guns 

For al' j flfl¥i two years a guilty Nixon, aided, abetted, egged-on, field-marshalled 
and pepped up by a staff that shared a variety ofl hi3 guilts had fought a rear-guard 
action. He had escaped impeachment. He had escaped much more, depending on the time. 

At the beginning, based entirely on the lie that for two years, until this writing, was 
unexposed, he escaped any retribution of any land. He was re-elected by a sensational 
margin in popular votes. He won in every state except Massassachussetts and the Hostriet 
of Columbia. He did much ebtter than hi3 party, from which he had virtually divorced 
himself. 

In this exceptional accomplishment made possible only by the abidcation of all 
the institutions we believe protect society he added a new word to the language, 
"stonewalling." It does not have the connotation school children give the nickname of 
the Civil War general who stood and fought like a stone wall stands and resists. It 
comes from Nixon's tapes, the meaning given to a combination of dishonesties and 
dte determination beginning with lies that were only too often criminal lie, perjury, 
and of which those responsible for these lies, where they were crininal, also were 
criminals, having suborned perjury. 

The Nixon gan^couldn' t even tell the truth with their lingo for pretending to, 
"hangout." Would they go "the hangout route," they would sometimes ask each other, for 
all the world as though they dared tell any appreciable part of the truth. In this 
they meant make the pretense of telling the truth but letter lies that sounded like 
trdth blended witl a little distorted fact "hang out" and be seen. AwYttngyYtTiHH i^vVhMgiii 
His own tapes show that it was not long before Nixon and company decided it was too late 
to "take the hangout route." As they used the prhase it is a rough equivalent of 
indecent exposure. 
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That his ultimate fall - he resigned August 8, 1974 - took so long is a condemna- 
tion of all the protections of seoeity for their combined inadequacies and failures 
as it is an endorsement of the one quality in which Mixon could really boast accomplish- 
ment and achievement , the black arts and dishonesties. 

As his entire life was built upon nothing by competence in crookedness and the 
assortment of dishonesties which injected him into and enabled him to rise in poli- 
tical life, so also was Ms survival in the Presidency entirely attributable to the 
most complete lack of conscience and scruple ever come to light about any American 
political figure. 

The most comprehensible proof of this is in those very transcripts, cookdd 
and crooked as they were, of Ms own tapes, the smallest fraction of which only came 
to light. No man has even been as thoroughly self-condemned. 

Excel! as Nixon did in all that is condemnable in a man and a public figure, 

Ms two years of unimpeachmont would have been with impossible; if he: had not surrounded 
Mraself with a collection of the like-minded who shared his determination and because, 
in varying degrees, they became part of Ms catalogue of crimes and each had the 
xompulsion to stand by Mra not only in loyalty but from need, the need to excape jail. 

One oi the pervading qualities, other than dishonesty, of tMs gang he collected 
is that without notable exception they all believed in an authoritarian seoeity with 
him their substitute for and equivalent of der fuehrer. It was more than the equivalent 
of a monarchy. It was much closer to an American variant of fascism, as much as law, 
practise and the limited resistance they met permitted. Congress would enact laws and 
Nixon and Ms gang would violate them with impunity. For each illegality he had a Mgh- 
blown description that converted it into what Ms following could consider principle, 
oney would be voted for the neods of the poor and he would not permit it to be spent 
in the interest of the economy wMle he personally raided the Treasury as it had never 
before been done. He spent more in needless trabel, as though to escape the ghosts he 
saw in the WMte House, than it would have cost to build many schools, schools that 
were not built. He demanded and got now airpanes and helicopters for wMch there was 
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no need. Not oven to escape the ghosts of presidents past did he need this aviation. 

It was mere indulgence of authoritarian whim. He was a dictator and anything he wanted 
was his merely because he was a dictator 0 

The tapes revela that he and his gang referred to him not as the President but 
in terms of the insttiution, the Presidency. TfrLs sick man, this crook, this fegftkfcipfgr 
bankrupter of a wealthy land, this incompetent who presided over disasters that will 
linger for years, this man whose only accomplishments are the direct result of his 
stopping making what was possible impossible, became in his mind and in ±ksL±xs£x±ksx 
the raindsof the felons of greater or lesser felonriy with whom he surrounded himself 
the symbol of the national heritage and it is by this concept that he and they were 
able to avoid facing the evil they initiated, perpetuated and shared. 

It was all so sick, so authoritarian, so anti-American. And costly far into 
the future, if not in perpetuity. 

It was possible cause even the brave were cowards, because all the protective 
mechanisms failed. 

When in the end he fell - still unimpeached - it was his own doing, the 
inevitable consequence of his own crirdjiality, his own lies, his own lack of real 
competence© 

His won insecurity, too. Were hehot a man who could never bring himself to let 
himself recognize that he could err, were he not the creature of this sickness of the 
mind that demanded of him that he constantly assure himself that he really was 
something, he had an alternative and he might well have pulled it off. 

But he was insecure, he did fear, and he did not dare take the risk all measures, 
all polls, told him v/as a safe risk© x f he had told any acceptable but severely limited 
part of the truth to begin with he could have gotten av/ay with it. 

Ifhe had tlcane taken the "hangout route" and made slight confessions with 
regret he could have gotten av/ay with it. He "stonewalled" and in the end he was up 
against that wall. 

It took a long time© Many factors and people contributed to it. The trigger, the 
single adt of person of most consequence in it may never be identified. Itmay be 



that is McCord had not come to believe his own lawyer was screwing him and part of a 
plot to blamehis beloved CIA for Nixon's crimes McCord would not have written the 
letter to Judge Sirica that was a hole in Nixon's stone wallo 4 is even more probable 
that if Nixon were not the caiinibal he and his closer advisers were and had nfctdecided 
to sacrifice John Dea$ there might have been a different end. John Dean told a story 
that was truthful if incomplete and did hold up and did limit the ability oc political 
cowards to be as cowardly as they had been. 

The irnoy here is that tho earlier Nixon had condemned the earlier Republicans 
as cannibals for co turning themselves when they got caught in more minor crookedness, 
the petty scandals of the Eisnehower administrations, those fancy coats and paid-for 
hotel rooms* Yet ho did it himself, for all the world as though he expected the man he 
had been framing from the very first to go quietly and contentedly to the slaughter. 

It is only when Dean had no alternative, facing salughter or confession, that he started 
that marathon confession/exposure that, little as it accomplished and little new that 
it brought to light, gave the Senate Watergate committee not alternative, either. It 
had to explore those of Dean's charges that had been leaked already, those he made 
to it. As wo have seen, this was far from all he could have said. Other Senate and 
House committees suppressed other of his not unwilling confessions. 

This strange sickness, the need to feeli .that he was somebody and that the whole 
world was wrong while he was right - that he was beset only by enemies - and a eonsimu ng 
greed are what in the end did Nixon in. 

There is this Ameriform mnonarchical view of the president, whowever he may be, 
that keeps the press from calling him a crook if he is a crook and never remembers its 
own exposure of his crookedness when the people vote. Nixon lias a clear public record 
of dishonesty with money, had it all his life, and it figured not at all in all the 
exposures of The Watergate* He robbed the Treasury regularly, violated the law to 
keep the gifts that belonged to the nation that were given to him and his family only 
be cause he was President. Maxine Cheshire in The Washington Post of September 22 and 25, 
1874* had two lengthy and detailed exposures enpkasizing the treasure in jewels alone 
that evenafter he was forced out Nixon was trying to steal, with the suppirt of his own 
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appointees still in office who wtosted interpretations of the law so much that 
the General Services Administrator, Hugh Scott* s gift to the public service, ruled 
that even the list of what Nixon was trying to heist was Nixon* s personal property! 

His greed ruined Nixon where the forces of honesty and decency lacked the courage* 
There never was any real investigation* Much of what could not be avoided was 
suppressed* With mu own experience, this extended even to court records, public evidence, 
what the law calls "public information*" Those who might have had the courage and gave 
ample indication of it, were foiled off to begin with* The House Banking and Currency 
Committee was frustrated by Nixon operations, as confessions and evidence before the 
Senate Watergate Committee proved* Until there could he a dK±RX 2 iinH±±E Senate decision 
on a special investigation. Senator Edward M* (Teddy) Kennedy and his administrative 
practises subeommittee,Hfx±hK limited by a small, staff and no special appropriation, 
did keep a small investigation going, a sword over Nixon* s head* Either or both, had 
the ultimate investihation been theirs, might have done a more thorough job 0 

Probably the best job and by far the best exposure was by the House Judiciary 
Committee when it finally, for all the unwieldiness of its 38 members, got around to 
considering Nixon* d impeachment* Yet it never conducted any investigation! It had a 
large appropriation, a large staff, it worked hard and well, but all it did was assemble 
and make a case of what had been done by other plus seeling more evidence froEi Nixon 0 
And this is where Ms greed did Mm in* 

When the first special prosecutor had soguht evidence from Nixon* s stach of it, 

Nixon fired Mm* It was called "The Saturday Night Massacre" of October 1 975 o The 

strong reaction against it hurt Nixon nightilu, but he survived* After this, however, 

nobody dared not press for tMs same evidence because he who did not sacrificed Mrnself* 

Leon Haworski, the second special 2> r o se cutor, and the House Judiciary Qommittee, both 

subpenaed Hi those of Nixon* s tapes they could prove in court they required ±bl and xkxt 

were entitled to as a matter of lav/* 

Why were these tapes around to be subject to subpena? 

Greed, Nixon* s greed* They were to be Ms testimonial to himsl&f, the record he 
would corrupt and rewrite into a record of Ms greatness and sell for millions* 



b 



Literally millions in dollars plus the comfort to the sick mind, the need to feel 
unearned greatness. 

After ±his unprecedented disgrace, Nison wound up with Irving La Bar as his literary 
agpukx agent. Lazar expected the bidding for Nixon's story- for all the world as though 
pne could expect honesty or confession from him - at 32,000,000. The newspapers are 
full of this beginnin g 4 ^ t-tytcbfah ^ f 

Only sms a man consumed by his own greed would not have destroyed all those tapes 
rather than leave them around to become the noose from which he would hang. But not Nixon! 

He kept on maiding more tapes! The machine ran, the microphones were activated by sound 
so they wzikxsi would miss no single word, and all his conspiracies after the fact, after 
his second-stroey men were cuahgt, also would be captured on tap©* 

When he recognized that these tapes held proof of guiljr, some of these were erased. 

Others just disappeared. 

It was all so crazy! But so was Nixon, otherwise all would have been different. 

Imagine a mind so sick it would preserve the sample we have quoted of only that 

then 

minuscule protion of these tapes that Nixon, by Mien being pressed to the wall, had to 
release the end of April, 1974! 

Nixon wasn*t even a good crook. He tried to steal everything. He didn f t have th© 

sense to of a common street criminal whose survival instinct tells him to drop the boodle 

when it slows him down, can moan his capture. 

So, incriminating as the crooked versions of the tapes Nixon released were, there 

was still more and because he had not destroyed them all to begin with more than enough 

remined after the mysterious disappearances and the unexplained erasures to be what in 

the House Impeachment inquiry came to be called ,f the smoking gun." Those who stood by 

in his hand 

Nixon, their political futures demanding it, also demanded a "smoking gun f, /as proof of 
his crime. 

His greed and popular revulsion and th$ minimum survival needs of all others, 
including the Supreme Court he dominated by having appointed four of its nine members, 
ekiminated any alternative to exposure. Not full exposure, but enough. Again he was forced, 
as he had been the end of April, to make the initial release himself to dirainsih the 
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impact of what v/as yet to corae. Staggering as was the little he let out, it was more 
than enough to forecast greater sensations to como, to eliminate what support he 
still had loft in the House and Senate, and to give him no choice but resignation. 



If he had not quit he'd have been tried and convicted and the prsopects of his then 



another 

adding a first to the i ±xx£x long list of evils in which he was first among presidents 
-the first president jailed - would have been more probable. 

The developments thqt led to the end probably started Pebruary 25,1974, when 
the House Judiciary Committee made formal demand for tapes of 42 conversations. The 
prosecutor who asks for evidence for a grand jury is bound by secrecy. The House 
was conducting an investigation in public. This meant that if the House obtained th4 
tapes their content would become public. That in time meant Nixon's late-April release 
of his own j^orfumed versions. 

Hut then the grand jury wanted more. Nixon resisted. The issue went to the 
Supreme Court. % this time fewer than one in four Americans would record thenselves in 
the polls as in any support of the President so overwhelmingly re-elected. If Nixon had 
not obeyed the Supreme Court he would, without question, have been impeached^ narrowing 
his options and whether nr not ending in his going to jail, ending alj. the emoluments 
lavished on past presidents, an annual fortune 0 

There would have been an uproar without precedent if the Supreme Court had not 
ruled the evidence had to be delivered, it in fact voted unanomously against Nixon. 



With no alternative to delivering what wqs ordered to the grand jury, where iH 
would remain secret only until the first trials, then less than two months away, Nixon 
had to run another risk, ranking some of this evidencepublic in the hope that he could 
get away with another of his endless lies. 



Ordinarily v/hat he was foreced to release, which is far from what was sure to 
emerge in the end, would have required the rewriting of a book like this. 




It failed. 



No president had ever so thoroughly condemned himselfp N 0 President had even 
eo completely proven himself a lair and a man without character and a criminal. Even 



then th© internal evidence proved crookedness® The release, presented as complete, 
was incomplete® The number of pages of transcript could not possibly account for the 
□lapsed time® 

All of The Watergate and all the suffering and all the future suffering are 
an Ameriform fablo of The Emperor* s Clothes ® The touble is that in all of societies 
mechanisms for its own protection there was no little hoy to cry "-^alced!" 

The last Nixon release was indeed a "smoking gun." 

The fiction is that there was no smoking gun until that release® 
it is fiction® ©also as it can be® The evidence was there all the time. Only 
nobody had the guts to face it. 

There wa 3 terror in the land, all those with real influence terrified® The 
fear was of the people, a false and defamatory allegation that revelation of the truth 
somehow would be beyond the tolerance of the people® 

It was, of course, nonsense® Rither was it the excuse for the fear of those who 

had and failed to use the power they require to preserve a dedent and honest society* 

The people were not afraid. There was no need to conceive them as or treat them 

as children® This was the ex£use of those whoso two years of abdication made two years 

more of Nixon and the countless added years of the national harvesting of throns 
thorns it inevitably means. 

In 200 years there is no emergency to which the people have not risen, none they 
did not meet. This is the American tradition* Soldiers who fought the Revolution 
simultaneously made they ways home and planted crops, so their families might survive® 
Americans then risked hanging for principle® Even wrong wars the people fought® 

There is, in fact, no people of whom this could not be truo® But there never was 
any reason to fear the American people could not face the reality of Nixon and The 
Watergate® 

This was the copout of the abdicated leadership, not of the people® 

And because one of the points this book is intended to make is that in time of 
crises it is the national leadership not the people who fail, there is not only no 
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need to rewrite around the smoking gun, there is the need to let it bee seen that the 
smoking gun was there all the time* 

All that was new was the inability of national leadership in all its form to 
admit it was there* This meant, really, that it was no longer possible to pretend it 
was not therOo ^t took the form of admitting this smoking gun had usddenly appeared for 
the first time and lo! what had to bo done eould be done* 

My own wprk had been completed to this point when long before the "smoking gun" 
was admitted I had had to lay it aside* The writing was drafted iabc±hisxps±atx 
through the proceeding chapter and the investigation needed had long since been completed* 

Bs^x^xrtigziiBthggxKxBg^xdggxz 

But I had had to lay it aside for other work* I am and have been the volunteer, unpaid 
investigator for James Earl Hay, the untried accused assassin of Dr* Martin Luther 
King, Jr* Years of effort succeeded on June 3* when the Supreme Court ssqap unheld 
the ordering of the Sixth Cirtuit Court of Appeals, in effect ordering a hearing in 
federal district court to determine whether Ray would at long last receive a trual* 

And then on June 14 the Archivist of the I^gitcd States finally capitulated after 
1 had been fighting for a suppressed "TOP SECRET" transcript of an executive session 
of the Warren Commission* This transcript and its nasty secrets about the non-investi- 
g&tion of the JFK assassination had to be pusblished 9 as fast as possible* So, I began 
writing WHITEWASH IV: TOP SECRET JFK ASSASSINATION TRANSCRIPT the day after I received 
this transcript, June 15o Not until the morning of September 24 was it possible to 
begin part-time completion of the draft of this book* 

By then it appeared to me that one of the essentials of telling the sordid 
story of The Watergate and how for so long Nixon was able to escape impeachment is 
to make it clear that this smoidng gun explanation of the end of Nixon* d Presidency 
is a phonoy* The evidence was all available* Most of it had been published* Y/hat was 
not was easily obtained* And what J had with ease obtained that had not been published 
remained unexposed after Nixon* s dig fall in unprecedented disgraco* 



If there is to be any kind of free and representative society its institutions 
must not only work - they must work in time 0 

With The Watergate they did nht begin to work until there was no alternative. 

They never worked in time or with effeciency. All the ptotections of society , from 
the press to the system of justice and including the politicians, despite a few 
exemplary performances, failed and failed utterly and disasterously. 

Had this not bee the fact Nixon would not have been uaimpeachedo 

Had he not clung to power and corrupted and misued that power, had he not held 
all of national life in bail to his survival, there would not have been the long travail. 
The disaster to the economy ikaictEaa^xk^ is but one of the unavoidable costs. 

The less visible, insidious influence on political life is a terrible cost. 

Ho the people have cause to have faith in the political system? 

Hoes the -political record in The Watergate justify faith in the political sustern? 

When an Attorney General can commit sisrious crimes and escape any punishment- 
when he is in fact praised for his subversive felonies by a federal jusge - can there 
be any reason for popular trust in the workings of what is called justice? 

Whent the administration of justice is contorted to protect the worst criminality 
in the nation’s history - and this Wate "gate subversion of all of national life is the 
worst of possible crime because it cut the roots of national life - is there not 
ample reason not to trust either the administration of justice or the government of 
which it is part? 

Is there reason to trust the press when it refuses to print what is not leaked 
by one with his own skin protected by his leaking? 

When the press honors itself for investigating while refusing to investigate? 

These are only some of the grim realities that are going to have to be confronted 
if we are to have a society boaring any resemblance to the one we thought we had. 

If these realities are not faced and if there is no reform, there will be more 
of the creeping authoritarianism of which The Watergate is but part. 

And so, £$ show that the smoking gun was there all the time, instead of rewriting 



around the national fiction of the smoking gun, I shov/ that it was there all the tine, 
that one man under considerable handeipp wqs able to prove it was there all the time, 
and that all that was new is a little more smoke® 

Nixon's release of August 5, 1974 was no more than a light shining on the smoke 
that was there all the tine® 



Before considering the exact language of the released June 23 tapes and the 

more 

significances they hold that still again wore never reported by the major media, back - 



Earlier tapes had been destroyed or later were claimed not to exist. 

Nixon was not out of contact with the world outside Key Biscaya* beginning 
when those arrests wore made and prior to his return to Washington late on the 
second day thereafter, ^une 19o 

Nor was Nixon unaware of what his release of this e tapes, with others to 
follow at the court’s order, would do to those with whom he had been associated. 

Or what it would require of each; defending himself or disclosing the incriminating 
tmths about Nixon himself® 

When Ntfixon had reluctantly let Haldeman and Ehrlichman resign the end of 
April, 1973, he knew them both to be folons who had comL-itted their felonies in his 
interest. Yet he praised thorn as the two best public servants ever. Why should a 
President so commit himself, out himself for sin and against motherhood, the cardinal 
political blunder, when he know there were folons and had to know that in time their 
guilt would come out? 

Common-sense analysis, not fact, provides the answer* ho was part of their felonies® 
They were all in it together and they sank or swam together. They had him by the throat. 

This is the situation and the problem Nixon never escaped. 

Only two months after llaldeman and Ehrlichman left, the conservative columnists 
Evans and Novak (Post 7/6/73) reported the resultant problem: 

’’Trying to chart President Nixon’s strategy for surviving Watergate, his advisers 



It added detail, not fact® 



Extra space 




12 



a re confronting this tormenting dilemma: how can he disengage from former lieutenants 
H.R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman without dangerously antagonizing them? 

'Phis was prior to John Mitchell 1 s testimony before the Senate Watergate comirdttee. 
There was less worry about what Mitchell would say, and he perjured himself to defend 
his old frined and former partner, Nixon. 

"One close Nixon adviser gives this appraisal of the situation: there is no way 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman. 0 ocan avoid indictment. The President, therefore, dare not tie 
his defense to theirso But noithor dare he blame them for the scandal for fear of a 
murderous backlash from them. He must continue to target John E. Bean III as the cover- 

up conspirator. 

The memorandum given the Senate a week ago by White House counsel Fred Buzhardt 
clearly violated that strategy by predicating the Presidents innocence on tho Halde- 
m&m-Ehrlichman defense. .o 

But a "knowledgeable Nison aide" told the columnists that Dean "never did anything 
without orders from Haldeman and Ehrlichman." 

Buzhardt 1 s memo was an attack on Bean’s testimony. 

The column poses a close to impossible situation to be contended with. There 
was no way of separating Nixon xmixMatixfrom ^aldoman and Ehrlichman and no way of 
of separating Dean from that pair, either. 

Onco Nixon opted "the cover-up road" and the stonewalling it required rather 
than tho limited hang out" anyone but a fear-ridden paranoid of any political experience 
would have taken, this was his problem that could in the end have no solution short of 
disaster. 

But "to target on Bean" guaranteed Bean would go to jail a villain or would have 
transcripts 

to fight back. The tapes show the cunning of the Nixon-Haldeman-Ehrlichman trio in 
plotting the case against B ea n. What they do not show is how a savvy man like Bean did 
not realize from his first wrongful act, which was his first act on returning to Washington 
duties June 19, 1972, made him the inevitable patsy for the pair he should have understood 
to be without scrupl©/ One of the mysteries is why Bean, loyalist or not, did not tumble 
to the inevitability of his having to pay for the crimes he knew he was committing. 

Compared to others, Bean is heroic in The Watergate for his detailed and accurate 
confessions. But compared to what he could have exposed, his marathon performance 
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before the Watergate committee wasless of an exposure thaik it could have been. We have 
s eon some illustrations# In Deal's defense there is the fact that witnesses do not 



testify to what they know it unwanted. The record of thx spectacular, popular and 
performance, 



did not testify to what Hunt's lat?r testimony should have reminded him of if, indeed, 
as seems improbable, ho forgot it# 

It is possible to interpret beanos testimony as an effort to save himself while 
at the same time incriminating Nixon as little as possible, focusing instead on those 

around Nixon, those whs from whom it turned out Nixon could not be separated from. 

Hunt claimed in court when he appealed and before The V/atergate committee that 

evidence consisting of two notebooks that he needed for Ms defense were not returned 

to him from Ms WMte House files. From Hunt's own description of the contents of those 
notebook, the names and addresses of those with whom he worked, the only use to wMch 
they could be put was incriminating others and laying out in greater detail what he had 
done for Nixon. Or, incriminating Nixon. 

What happened to these notebooks was a mystery until November 5, 1973* when 
Watergate assistant prosecutor Richard Hen Veniste told this story to Judge Sirica. 

Dean has said he out those notebooks through the paper shredded the day he 
supervised the emptying on Hunt's safo, claiming to believe they contained information 
about the Ellsberg break-in, then still unexposed# (Post 11/6/73) 

But Doan has also testified in public to turning everytMn ^ over, those secrets 
to Wray and the rest to FBI agents. 

The Friday before this AA onday admission to Sirica Dean finally toldi the 
prosecution tho:txn±k^xM^atxMx a story he had denied only too months earlier, that 
those Hunt notebooks had existed. (Post 1 1/6/73) Instead ho said he "found" them in 
January 1973 in a folder holding information about Nixon's tax and estate matters. 



this committee's 



impor tan t/do spite its defects that meant it, too, was covering up, is clear: there is 
much to chose not to go into. If it elected not to air what b ea n had. testified to 



about the CIA, D oan can t be faulted for that* 

p 




With all h q xd&s remembered in elaborate detail that was rarely in error, Doan 
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A White House spokesman told the Post "The President did not know that the 
notebooks were in the estate file." Ben Veniste told Sirica that while ^ean had not 
adiaitted "misfiling" this ^unt evidence, "it is fair to assume he put them there." (Post 11/6/73) 
Phis is intended tdi show that dosparate as Nixon' si lying appears to have been 
in looking backward and that while he had to have known the total dishonesty of his 
course once he took the cover-up trial and stonewalled, Nixon also knew that he was 
being covered by others to the degree their own situations permitted. He was not utterly 
and completely irrational. He knew the whole truth had not been told, he knew the ^unt 
bribing had worked, he know significant secrets were being kept by those who appeared 
to be confessing all. 



expecting 

There is case after case of this. Without/it Nixon might well not have dared 
lie from the first. The authoritarian Nixon depended upon his subordinate authoritarians. 

Another instance since forgotten and so little regarded by The New York Times 
that it buried the story on page 13 ( 8/3/7 3) is another exposure Bean could have made. 




here has importance not only because it is evidence that all was still not hanging out 

but because of what it adds to what is imown of tk±smisx]Ksai±xfBxxMxxHHy the kind of 
Colson 

operation kx really rail for Nixon, one of the reasons there was the mistrust of Colson 
when he was not with Nixon and the others and explanation of what will be seen in that 
those June 23 transcripts. 

The domestic spying and dirty-works Colson operations extended even to having 
other members of the White House staff ask IRS #for the names of contributors to the 
National Council of Senior Citizens." ^ven the old folks joined together to help themselves 
in their years of need were not safe from Nixon if he or Colson saw any way of le anin g 
on them of those who helped them. Colson's explanation was "this outfit is giving us 
trouble." What he meant by "trouble" is asking"for higher Social Security benefits, 
national health insurance and other legislation for the elderly. "(NYTimes 8/3/73) 

This was subversion to Nixon? This made old folks and those who helped them his 



"enemies?" 



p 



Another was Poison's pressuring of Common Cause , the well-known citizens' groups seeking 

means of effecting honest elections. Hnsey 

Kinsey swore to four such Colson orders. /Ms also swore that Colson had asked kfc 

iazxiaakzisx inquiry into the reasons for "an apparent delay in granting pf tac 
tax-ampt exempt status to a California Republican group." 

Getting tax-exempt status for Repiblican political groups while seeing to it that 
the legitimate tax-exempt status essential to the survival of public groups was denied 
was another of Colson's political functions for Nixon. 

Toying with IRS and bludgeoning it into forbidden acts is another set of crimes. 

IBS did respond. While there were no contributions in excess of $5,000 to tho 
old-folks' council, the only ones required to be reported, the IRS' "answering memo 
to Colson... gave figures on the overall -all income and expenditures for the council, 

the only figures available ."(NYTiiwss 8/3/73) 

All v.'e have been considering because it is the essential content of the 
transcripts Nixon released the end of April find of those of June 23 that follow relates 
to the break-in itself, to u unt and bribing him and the bribery he then undertook for 
Nixon, to the Cubans and related matters. However, it is important not to be led to 
believe that those are the only crimes, the only impeachable offenses, the only acts 
and oi 3 dood for which Nixon could have been impeached or that he had to suppress to 
remain unimpeached. 

The complexity of the political and criminal operations is enormous. If all 
cannot be held in mind, that they are not as limited as tho "smoking gun" fatal 
shot tends to persuade need be kept in mind. There i3 virtually no aspect of govern- 
ment not tainted, corrupted or subverted in Nixon's political interest as he and his 
honchos saw this interest and virtually nothing he and they would not do, whether or 
not paranoid and without need, if they perceived any need in their common effort to 

keep him in office and to reorder society as they wanted it reordered. 

these 

The stark and irrefutable content of ihix fatal-shot June 23 transcripts tend 
to obscure all else. They appear to be incredible, to reeprd the impossible, but they 
are only too real and too tragic. They do require analysis because when they were 
reported Eiuch of their meaning was not reported. So before getting to them other 



lb 



explanations can be helpful. 

Nixon released, them only because once again this potentially suicidal act was 
th© least dangerous of his alternatives. After he released them It became known that 
he expected the special prosecutor to have then and the rest of the incriminating 
evidence he did not release is. within three weeks. (Evans-Novak column, Post 9/7/74) 
Making the rlease himself permitted him to make 3 ome explanation, to play for a break; 
to make his confession and his criminality seems to be as little of a confession and 
other than criminal. If the attempt failed, the choice was between making the unscu 
unsuccessful effort and running a greater risk. This had boon deliberated the previous 
weekend when Nixon and a few advisers hid themselves at Camp David. 

The House Judiciary Committee had voted to impeach Nixon. Its deliberations had 
been telecast. They wore impressive. The efforts made by the minority of pro-Nixon 
Rpublicans had been futile, were disputatious rather than factual, and except for their 
appeal to the Nixon hardcore, liad actually helped convince the people even more of the 
impossibility of Nixon innocence. 

The popular reaction to those public debates nothing like which had even been 

telecast before was itself close to fatal to Nixon. There was little doubt that the 

full House would xs±& agree with its commitee and vote to impeach. But there would 

first be debates in the House chamber. After these added deliberations there would be 
would 

the vote that suxEiy trawld have been a bill of indictment the House sent to th© Senate, 
where the trial would be held. BaiathiSEEswBXzxlHayaxaxGhzHBSzthatxthaxHiaQscxitstissxzxzx 

What little doubt there was that the H 0 use would not vote to impeach, that Nixon 
would be the second President it ever voted to impeach and the first convicted by the 
Senate, would have ended forever if the content of these ^une 23 tapes alone - not the 
other certain incriminating evidence but these so completely comprehensible and beyond 
explanining away - would be over if any word of their content leaked out prior to or 
coinciding in time with the House vote 0 

This alone required Nixon to take his last great chance, to try to put the best 
possible face on the ugliness of Ms Presidency and ±h s. Ms Watergating, wMeh is to say 
Ms crirn inal and subversive acts. 



This is fthat ho had done with his late-April transcripts release# It had not 

been fatal# Ho had then been able to misrepresent thoir content and to get away with 
controlling 

i#,for two days ac& news coverage by first talcing to TV, then issuing a statement and 

if edited and corrupted 

then- delaying the actual release of the actual /transcripts# 

This time, however, tho Supreme Court had ruled# No Justice sided with Nixon# 

Had he dxrfoi dared defy tho Supreme Court after tho Judiciary eoi.uuittee voted 

to impeach, the vote of the fulf House and of the Senate to convict would have boon 

inevitable and overwhelming# 

However, this disparate attempt to stop his 

"©nemies" at the impeachment pass was potentially suicidal because of more thqn the 

disclosures about Nixon* s guilt# It seriously jeopardized others, especially those 

alread indicted# Of these many, let us take a few illustrations from tho public 

and obstructing justice only# 

Haldenan record and the charges of perjury/ Not all# Just a few, and these not from the 
committees 1 a single news story# 

^atargztazaajaiazttzaSaztranscripts but from/naKxpajaacxx 
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*^>TL others ilx::o:± l 3 dr c c 1 o*-. ur e — of Ite ^Ldlb 23 ^ j ~ “ ~ y 1 1 *** r 1 1 ^ p^-jury pro bhCrLiff t, 

Hildemn haa boon aakod to teatify about those U une 23 a^rt^it^ 7 by the Senate's 

Appropriations subcommittee on the CIA. lie then swore, "We had only very sketchy 

knowledge of what and who ’./ere involve^ in the Water"ats; affair. We had no reason 

to believe that anyone in the White House was involvdd »n.; no reason, therefore , 
any . 

to souk cover up xayx of the Watergate investigation from the White House. "(Poat8/8/74) 
Elsehere on the anno <tpm occasion lie :lso swore to "no intent or desire to 
impede or cover up any aspects of the Watergate investi. ation itself." (Post 8/8/74) 
it fore The WaturgJ® ^ominittee he 3 Uore lie could not recall either the Pros ' 

Nixon or hirasolf discussing any problem of any connection between "the Mexican money" 
and the CIA. (Post j/b/74) 

let they had, from this evidence that would have ranched the Special Prosecutor 
in a few days f>£ Nixon had not decided that Nixon's interest require 
They had discussed this in some detail and all the subsequent history of Watergate 



3 he cl tht? Special Prosecutor o 

sg t requlrea its lease 



covering: up hinged on this discussion Haldam&n denied ho or Nixon engaged in. 

Those few illustrations, as they relate to Haldeman alone, are virtual assurance 

that Nixon guaranteed ^aldemai^s conviction 0 Of course mt is also true that had Nixon 
not released these Juno 23 tapes when it fidd the prosecutor would have had them anyway 0 
But in releasing them when he did ha A< ixon seriously jeopardized notions ^aldeiaan was 
making in the courts and efforts by ^alderaan’s friends to raise a defense fund for him. 
Th.i release hurt Haldeaan seriously. 

Iialdeman is not alone in being hurt. Nor was there any need for Nixon to begin 
staged deliveries with this fatal-shot ono. 

Because thiss particular day’s days were certainly fatal, Nixon, regardless 
of the still undisclosed contents of the other tapes, had to tackle his toughest first. 
N© had to go for broke, ^t was thon or nover for him# So he could not concern himself 
with what ho thereby did to others. 

People tond to forgot, especially when there is so much fact and detail as there 
was with the tapes alone, and they are only part of The Watergate evidence. 



There were taped conversations and other taped records prior to J[une 23<> They were 
destroyed, they just "disappeared" or they were alleged not to have existed at all. Th® 
destruction of those 18 and a half minutes of the tape of Nixon's first meeting with 
Haldoman the morning of June 20,1972, which was the first time Haldeman could have 
made a full report on what the FBI had by then learned, from the Gray memo of the day 
before, was certified by the court's experts to have been deliberate, as we have seen. 

Vfhy destroy the June 20 tape and leave incriminating cvidenco of it and not destroy that 
rare those of June 23? The obvious answer is that the earlier tape was even more incriainatin 
Only those unwilling to recognize what is the essential in any government could 
pretend any doubt that Nixon was informed of all there was to know as sooijas any of his 
subordinates obtained knowledge. This is the way we began, with the obvious, that Nixon 
had to have known all there was to know from the very first because of his own knowledge 
and because all governments function that way. The head of state has to know what he 
moat know. He has to maka or authorize the crucial decisions and no advisor no matter how 
close can make any independent decision when the head of state himself is endangered by it. 
It is not unreasonable to assume that in those earlier conversations, reactions and 
comments and expletives deleted were loss restrained, more open, more guilty and loss 
subjectbto twisting in special interpretations. A listing of these that ar known when 
we examine tho June 23 tapes that followed thorn will make much clear. 

£rv£n e&rher hetrfcl' pwfajj 

Th© Juno 23 tapes release presented jeopardy to others and tended to make Nixon's 

4 

guilt or guilty involvement in them more certain. A brief review of tho history of the 
destruction of that part of the tape of the first Nixon-Haldeman meeting after H aldoman 
had a copy of the Gray recounting of what tho FBI had already learned shows this. It 
also underscores the magnitude of the content of the °uno 23 tapes and of the lying and 



perjuries about them, 



on b/20, 23 tapes 



When Nixon, by then having no real alternative, deliverej^the June 23,1972 tape in 
conformity with the order of the Supreme Court andjt'tf'was found to hold all crimi- 

nating evidence, there were renewed conjecture over the destruction of UKand a half 
rainute :.s of his uno JO, 1972 tapex^ack Anderson (Post 8/1 2/74^-qwted "sources close 
to the prosecution" as won^efong why NixmjcxHaidxKxaBH t^^erasure of the June 20 tape 
and the disappearanpehof all olso relevant and of °un© 23 when it was so 

incriminating 

ring tills question requires' two parts. First, who could have had tho desire and 
-tiit.r opportun i ty to gnt rid of those Juno 26 - w e rda and LiieJi Wl i y7 " ” 

Nixon took tho June 20 tape to Camp David with hita on September 29, 1973* (Post 8/12/74) 
Stove Bull obtained the^her 5000 tape recorder for Nixon* s personal secretary, Rose 
Mary Woods, on the second day thereafter, October 1. The erasure was on this machine, 
according to tho court's oxpofts. (Post 8/12/74) Throe people only had access to this 
tape, Nixon, Bull and Woods. Assuming that there was not earlier erasure masked by 

a- 

tha ropoatad dtocted erasures by this Ulior 5000, who could have had access to the 

A 

office and the machine of tho President's long-time confidential secretary plus know- 

/;/W~ ‘j JJjz? 

ledge of ths content or ape plus access to it plus 



'l 

awareness of tho need for tliis incriminating content to disappear plus the willingness 
to risk jail for it plus so strong a desire for it to disappear? 

Originally Miss Woods told the court she might have eradicated five siinutes at most 
of this tape by accident, in an impossible exercise that became known as "Rose Mary's 
stretch." It required that she reach far to answer the phone and for all five minutes 

jur 

of that conversation contort hcr^body to keep her fpast on the pedal control and keep 
the machine running for no good reason and in tho "record" maclo at that. Loyalty bjtt 
not reasonableness. She denied under oath erasing all of it in those proceedings bofore 
Judge Sirica. This leaves Bull and Nixon only. 

They alano could answer and neither did. 

The distinction is without meaning. If Bull did it it could not be for selfish reasons 
and it cannot be conceived that he would engage in anything like this on his own* 



CChoro is but one nan who has linitloBs access to all the V»hite House day or night, 
the president* 

And the one nan who above all had reason to want what he had sijad, acknowledged, heard 
or just blurted out on hearing what the FBI had lea¥ne^aboCit The Watergate and those 
Involved is diehard Nixon — if for no other reason because of his prior relationship 
with Hunt and twice through Cushman with Hunt," at the tine of the Bay of Figs and when 
Cushman was Deputy Director of the CIA and Hunt was chiof of Nixon's personal gostapo. 

The morning of June 20, the time of tils erased tape, coincides with the first 
possible reporting to Nixon of what the FBI had already taraxi loamed, as the entirely 
ignored Gray report to Haldeiaan contained it. This did include Hunt and his c ubans , 

Mim — 

a (link to the crimo and to tho common past. 

A 

By late 1975 destroying these tapes wholcsalo was guarantee of impeachment if not 
jail. Tho most that could bo dared is dostrouction of Che most incriminating ll-g^o. 

Decause tils initial tape was without reasonable doubt tho most incriminating, 
because Nixon and ^aldoman could not have been without reaction to the danger posed by 
what tho FBI had already learned and its forecast of what inevitably would follow, 
nothing could bo more incriminating. 

At that moment Nixon had every reason to believe his tapes would never become known. 
Otherwise he'd have ended tho taping and destroyed all the tapes that could incriminate. 

Once thoyr existence was known, any destruction was criminal. Destruction had to be 
limited to the most essential evidence. Tils means that damaging as was the tape of 
June 25 - enough to f 0 rc o after more than two years of unimpoachment - in 

his 

ifiaon's 01 m evaluation tlic June 20 tape was even more damaging to him. 



Were one to read of those facts is a novel in which they wore not protended to 



bo roalitic3s, prior to tho Presidency of Richard Hzbxh Nixon it would bo regarded as 
so impossible and tho novel as some commercializing of junk* 

This is not fiction, not a novel, and it is the naked truth about Nixon and his 
Presidency - a Presidency is. of the nuclear ago in which he alone had his finger on 
our button© 

It also seems unreal that none of this could bo known without his tapes* 

Can this have boon possible? 

Can tho FBI and all those Senate and &ouse committees have been doing any 
bona fida investigation without learning of a substantial amount of this if not all? 

The available evidence says that none did learn any other way* 

However, it just is not possible that the avunted FBI did not loarn enough, 

without tho tapes* 

Yet no word of this kind of knowledge was evor leaked, despite the large number 

of agents involved/ in the investigation and tho larger number of sources available to 

them* 

No word of anything like this was sued in any of the many court bproceedings. 

No single indictment of the very many handed down prior to the releavse of the 
J une 23 tapes includes any charge based on any evidence like wh at it holds* 

tio single Congressman of Senator made a charge reflecting any knowledge* 

Dozens of people if not hundreds had some knwoledge* John Doan told Nixon that 
his own offices were full of people with knowledge of the blackmail payments alone* 
a an thoy have not know of other "smoking guns" - other official criminality - or of the 
speed with which Nixon was told all he did not know on his own that ho had to bo told 
imraodiately? 

From telephone operators to Secret Service agents to staff people there has to 
have been some with somo knowledge* 

Their loyalty was to Nixon the nan not tho country* Their silence kept him 



unimpeachod* 

But it wrecked the country, 



